DATE

The Honorable Chuck Schumer
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mike Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

To Majority Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, Speaker Johnson, and Minority Leader Jeffries: 
As Mayor of INSERT YOUR CITY, I write to urge you to include in any disaster supplemental package robust funding for the Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) program for disasters occurring in 2023 and 2024 and permanent authorization of the CDBG-DR program. These resources are needed to help my community fully and equitably recover from our recent disaster.
INSERT PARAGRAGH ABOUT YOUR CITY’S EXPERINECE WITH DISASTER (and/or use the following paragraph…)
Millions of disaster survivors across the country face catastrophic, life-threatening, extreme weather events, including stronger hurricanes, extreme heat, unprecedented drought, and severe wildfires. In 2023, there were 25 separate billion-dollar disasters, including extreme tornado outbreaks in Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri, Tennessee, and across the central U.S., as well as devastating wildfires in Hawaii, severe flooding in California, and extreme blizzards in upstate New York. These disasters come after multiple other disasters in 2022, from Hurricane Ian along the Florida coast to catastrophic flooding in East Kentucky, deadly winter storms, and tornado outbreaks leaving behind devastated households and communities across the country. 
Since 1992, Congress has provided nearly $100 billion through the CDBG-DR program to help states and communities recover after a Presidentially declared major disaster. CDBG-DR funds address the “unmet needs” of disaster recovery that may not be met by other federal programs or funding sources. The programs provide flexible grants to help cities, counties, and states rebuild homes and other infrastructure after a disaster, especially in low-income areas. As a long-term, flexible, disaster recovery program, CDBG-DR can focus on the needs of those whose recovery was incomplete, as well as a disaster’s broader housing, economic, and infrastructure-related impacts that are unaddressed by short-term recovery programs administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and other disaster responders.
Insurance and short-term federal assistance are unable to cover the cost of a disaster for many low-income homeowners, renters, and people experiencing homelessness. State and local governments often struggle to repair infrastructure and facilitate economic development in low-income communities. Many of the lowest-income households – who are disproportionately affected by disasters but receive the least amount of assistance afterward – face homelessness or displacement as shorter-term assistance programs end. As the only source for federal long-term recovery funds, CDBG-DR can fill this gap in assistance and ensure every disaster survivor and their communities are able to fully and equitably recover. 
Although other federal agencies have standing resources to quickly serve communities when disasters strike, CDBG-DR funds are only made available through special congressional approval. Due to the program’s lack of permanent authorization, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) must write a new set of regulations to guide state and local grantees each time it appropriates funds. This ad hoc system can delay funding for over three years after a disaster occurs. As a result, recovery timelines are lengthened, economies stagnate, and homelessness and out-migration from disaster-impacted areas increase. 
Permanently authorizing the CDBG-DR program will help ensure that long-term disaster recovery funds are made quickly available after disasters and that resources reach those with the greatest needs. HUD and the Government Accountability Office under the past two administrations have agreed that permanently authorizing the CDBG-DR program would vastly improve how the country’s most important long-term disaster recovery program operates. 
Again, we urge you to permanently authorize the CDBG-DR program and provide robust CDBG-DR funding in any disaster supplemental package to address the disaster impacts from 2023 and 2024. By taking action, Congress can provide meaningful relief to the millions of disaster survivors most in need. 
Sincerely,
Your Name

